North Dakota Law Review
Volume 30

Number 4

Article 4

1954

Highest American Bar Association Award of Merit Again
Presented to North Dakota Bar Association
North Dakota Law Review

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/ndlr
Part of the Law Commons

Recommended Citation
North Dakota Law Review (1954) "Highest American Bar Association Award of Merit Again Presented to
North Dakota Bar Association," North Dakota Law Review: Vol. 30 : No. 4 , Article 4.
Available at: https://commons.und.edu/ndlr/vol30/iss4/4

This Note is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Law at UND Scholarly Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in North Dakota Law Review by an authorized editor of UND Scholarly Commons. For more
information, please contact und.commons@library.und.edu.

BENCH AND BAR
HIGHEST AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION AWARD
OF MERIT AGAIN PRESENTED TO NORTH
DAKOTA BAR ASSOCIATION
Unusual recognition was accorded the North Dakota State Bar
Association this year when for the second time it received the
annual Award of Merit of the American Bar Association for the
most outstanding and constructive work in its field during the
current year. The award was presented before the General Assembly of the American Bar Association at its annual convention
in Chicago in August. Since the division in which the North
Dakota Association competes includes twenty-two other states,
winning the award for the second time was a notable achievement.
The first place award was made on the basis of thirteen service
projects undertaken by the North Dakota State Bar Association
during the past year. Some of these projects had contributed to
earning the Award of Merit in 1951 in New York, and were continued during 1953-1954.
Among these was the Constitution Award Program, now in its
sixth year. Under this program local members of the bar made
presentations of bronze keys to winners in 255 high schools this
spring. The program is designed to emphasize to high school
students the importance of the Constitution in our form of government. The publication of a "Handbook for Jurors" and its distribution to members of jury panels through the District Judges and
-Clerks of Court of the state was continued this year. During 19531954 the Bar Association also continued to finance and promote the
publication of the North Dakota Law Review at a cost of some
$5,500. Again this year $750 in cash scholarships were awarded
to law students of the University of North Dakota on the recommendation of the Dean and faculty of the Law School. The Asso.ciation also continued to finance the participation of North Dakota
in the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws, at a cost of $1,150.
Among the new programs that helped merit the first place
award, are included the following:
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The Association produced a thirteen week series of radio programs dramatizing practical topics relating to North Dakota law.
The dramatizations carried over all fifteen North Dakota radio
stations, considered such topics as the making of a will and the
buying or selling of a business.
In February 1954 the Public Relations Committee began
monthly publication of North Dakota Bar News Letter to keep
members informed of local activities as well as of those of the
American Bar Association.
A three day institute on oil and gas law and general tax problems was conducted in October, 1953. Through the cooperation of
the American Law Institute and the American Bar Association,
extremely able participants were secured for this institute.
The Association cooperated in sponsoring a three day traffic
court conference in which the Chief Justice of North Dakota,
several District Judges, and many members of the bar participated.
It also distributed a pamphlet entitled "Confidentially for You,
Mr. Attorney" through the courtesy of the Wisconsin Bar Association, as an ad in the improvement of the public relations of the bar.
The annual State Bar Convention included sectional assemblies
on a number of topics of current importance as a contribution to
the program of continuing legal education.
During the past year the salary of a part time law clerk for the
Supreme Court of North Dakota was paid entirely by the State
Bar Association, and the Association also adopted and published a
recommended minimum fee schedule now in force throughout the
state.
During the period for which the most recent award was made,
Vernon M. Johnson of Wahpeton was President of the Association
and John A. Zuger of Bismarck was Vice-President and a member of
the Executive Committee. These men, as well as the chairmen of
the committees that handled each of the projects mentioned, deserve special recognition for their accomplishments. However,
certainly the enthusiastic cooperation of each member of the Association was the key to the success of their efforts.
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Memarials
The following tributes to the memory of those members of
the Bar of North Dakota who have passed away have been prepared by the Committee on Memorials of the North Dakota State
Bar Association. The Committee was under the chairmanship of
the Honorable J. H. Newton, Esq., Clerk of the Supreme Court of
North Dakota, and consists of Messrs. A. W. Aylmer, A. W. Cupler,
T. I. Dahl, J. A. Hyland, Thomas C. Johnson, Joseph G. Forbes,
and L. R. Nostdal.
Bismarck, North Dakota, June 3, 1954
Pursuant to adjournment, the Supreme Court of the State of
North Dakota convened at 2 p. m. this day.
Present: Hon. James Morris, Chief Justice; Hon. Thomas J.
Burke, Hon. G. Grimson, Hon. P. 0. Sathre and Hon. Nels C.
Johnson, Associate Justices; J. H. Newton, Clerk.
Now the following proceedings are had:
In Memoriam Hon. A. M. Christianson and Hon. A. G. Burr
CHIEF JUSTICE MORRIS: It is altogether fitting that we
set apart this hour for honoring two of our former colleagues
who have stepped down from the Bench to join those whose tasks
are ended and who now rest in eternal peace. In order that the
legal profession which they followed and served with such distinction might have the opportunity to appropriately express and record
its love, esteem and great regard for our departed associates,
A. M. Christianson and A. G. Burr, whose steady hands for so
many years held high the scales of justice, we have sought the
co-operation of the North Dakota Bar Association upon this
occasion, and I now call upon Mr. J. H. Newton, Chairman of the
Bar Committee on Memorials:
MR. NEWTON: May the Court Please: The Committee on
Memorials of the State Bar Association at the request of Hon.
Vernon M. Johnson, President of the Association, has prepared
Memorials covering the lives of both Judges Christianson and Burr.
We have also enlisted the assistance of two veteran members of
the Bar of this State in connection with this ceremony. Hon.
Benjamin H. Bradford, Minot, will speak on the life of Judge
Christianson and Hon. C. L. Young, Bismarck, on the life of Judge
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Burr. With the Court's permission I shall now read the Memorial
of the State Bar Association as it relates to Judge Christianson.
HONORABLE A. M. CHRISTIANSON
The death of Honorable A. M. Christianson on February 11,
1954, removed from public life one who had served on the North
Dakota Supreme Court for a greater period thar any other man.
Judge Christianson became a member of the Supreme Court on
January 11, 1915, and continued active on the Bench until the
date of his death. He served as Chief Justice on five different
occasions, covering a total of twelve years. Under the peculiar
provisions .4 our Constitution providing that no one appointed
to fill a vacancy or elected to serve an unexpired term should be
Chief Justice, Judge Thomas J. Burke, elected to fill the unexpired
term of his father, the Honorable John Burke, was ineligible for
the term of Chief Justice commencing in January, 1945, and Judge
Christianson served from 1945 to 1949. Judge Christianson had
been stricken with a heart attack a few days prior to his death
but had returned to the office and worked until the closing hour
of the day preceding his death, thus completing a service of
thirty-nine years and one month.
Judge Christianson was born in Norway on August 11, 1877.
In 1882 he came to the United States with his parents who homesteaded in Polk County, Minnesota. He attended the public
schools of that State, but was largely self educated, although he
did as a ycung man attend the law department of the University
of Tennessee, and was first admitted to the Bar of that State in
1899. In 1948 he was granted an honorary Doctor of Laws degree
by the University of North Dakota. Despite his lack of formal
education, Judge Christianson's knowledge of English, history and
the arts and sciences was remarkable, surpassed by few and unmatched by many who were afforded greater educational opportunity. He also took an extreme interest in politics and was active
in the affairs of the Republican party until his election to the
Court took him out of politics. He nevertheless continued to maintain a keen interest in politics until the date of his passing and
was well versed in the history of all political parties. Based on
his admissicn in Tennessee, Judge Christianson was admitted to
the Bar of North Dakota on March 27, 1900, and immediately
entered upon the practice of law at Towner, North Dakota where
he also became active in community affairs. He continued in prac-
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tice at Towner until his election to the Supreme Court in November,
1914. During his residence in Towner he served as State's Attorney
for McHenry County from 1901 to 1905. "A.M.", as he was
affectionately called during his period of practice, participated in
many of the important lawsuits in that section of the State in
well as serving as prosecutor, special prosecutor and attorney for
the defense in many of the important criminal cases.
Judge Christianson took an active interest in the affairs of the
State Bar Association during the period he was in practice, the
Association at that time being a voluntary association, and contributed both time and money to further the affairs of the Association. He served on the Committee on Grievances for the Bar
Association and acted as prosecutor under appointment by the
Bar Association in a number of disciplinary proceedings against
wayward members of the Bar.
At the time Judge Christianson came to the Bench the Supreme
Court was far back in its work. He immedately plunged into the
task of helping to bring the calendar up to date and was author
of as many as fifty opinions in one year. His opinions are found
in volumes 29 to 80 inclusive of the North Dakota Reports. During his period of service his opinons, including dissents and special
concurrences must have numbered in the neighborhood of onethousand. A number of appeals to the Supreme Court of the United
States were taken in cases where Judge Christianson was the
author of the Court's opinion and none was ever reversed. Judge
Christianson put in many hours work at the Capitol after the:
working day was over, it being not uncommon for him to work
until as late as twelve at night and be at work at seven in the
morning.
In Bismarck, Judge Christianson immediately became active in
civic affairs in the city. His counsel and advice were often sought
and respected in municipal affairs. He was one of the prime
movers in the institution of Boy Scout organizations in Bismarck
and surrounding counties, and helped organize the Bismarck Area
Boy Scout Council, which name was changed to Missouri Valley
Council in 1928. Judge Christianson was chairman of the Boy
Scout Court of Honor until 1931 when he became Council President for the next four years. From 1936 until 1947 he was named
to the Council's Executive Board. He was the first member of the
Missouri Valley Council to receive the Silver Beaver and later he
was presented with other awards in connection with his scout
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work, including the Silver Antelope. The Christianson District of
the Boy Scouts, consisting of numerous counties west of the Missouri River, was named in his honor.
Judge Christianson was chairman of the North Dakota War
Chest during World War II and he was instrumental in integrating
the Boy Scout Councils at Minot, Grand Forks, Bismarck and
Fargo in that program and thus putting such councils on a strong
financial basis. Judge Christianson loved young people and this
no doubt accounted for his interest in scouting. The small children
near his home idolized him, and his many acts of kindness to the
youngsters of the community were outstanding. Judge Christianson was also instrumental in the organization of the Bismarck
Community Chest and served for many years as its president. In
1933, when drought and depression struck our state, the Federal
Government sought the assistance of Judge Christianson in administering state relief where federal funds were furnished, and
he later became chairman of the Federal Emergency Relief Administration and the Civil Works Administration. During all this
period he worked in close association with the late Harry Hopkins
and was offered a top ranking position in Washington, D. C.,
during those troublous days, but declined the same, preferring to
continue in the position to which people of North Dakota had so
many times elected him. During his connection with the various
relief agencies Judge Christianson worked almost around the clock
in labors for which he received not one cent of compensation, at
the same time carrying on his regular court work. In 1934 he
caused to be organized a nonprofit organization known as the
North Dakota Rural Rehabilitation Corporation. He was elected
prsident of such Corporation and served as its president until
his death. The purpose of the corporation was to offer rehabilitation to drought stricken farmers with a grant furnished by the
federal government. Its activities were largely confined to northwest North Dakota, where irrigation projects were formed and
needy farmers placed on irrigated tracts, although assistance has
also been extended to needy farmers in other sections of the state.
Judge Christianson for many years advocated the establishment of a state prison farm where first offenders and those convicted of less serious crimes might be sent for purposes of rehabilitation, instead of being placed in contact with hardened criminals
in the state penitentiary. The legislature finally authorized such
a farm and in 1943 appropriated funds for its establishment. The
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results attained have justified Judge Christianson's optimism in
the success of the undertaking.
On May 14, 1906, Judge Christianson was married to Edith
Baldwin of Minot. She, together with two children, Adolph M.
Christianson, Jr., Bismarck, and Mrs. James C. (Ruth Edith)
Coleman, Jr., Jacksonville, Florida, as well as five grandchildren,
survive.
Funeral services for Judge Christianson were conducted in
the Presbyterian Church at Bismarck on February 13, 1954, with
burial at Fairview Cemetery. Graveside services were conducted
by the Masonic Lodge, Judge Christianson being a Thirty-third
Degree Mason.
In the passing of Judge Christianson the judicial department
of the state has lost one of its all time greats and the State of
North Dakota one of its outstanding citizens, whose untiring efforts could not have but shortened his life. He will long be remembered by members of the Bench and Bar and by the beneficiaries of his many acts of kindness.
Committee on Memorials
The Chief Justice recognized Mr. Benjamin H. Bradford who
presented the following eulogy on Judge Christianson:
Mr. Chief Justice and Associate Justices, Brothers of the Bar
and Ladies and Gentlemen:
I have been assigned the duty of pronouncing a eulogy of
Judge Christianson and I assure you that I appreciate the honor
of this assignment. Nevertheless, the pleasure of addressing you
on the assignment is tinged with deep sorrow, as it signalizes the
passing of a great and good man; a gifted and efficient Judge and
above all, a faithful and sincere personal friend. "A.M." and I
became acquainted in February, 1902. Soon thereafter, acquaintance ripened into friendship, and that relationship continued to
the day of his passing. It was a close, personal and sincere relation, and I hope that on this occasion I may do some measure of
justice to the memory of this man.
After receiving notice of the assignment, for a space I lost
contact with earthly things, and found myself roaming in a beautiful garden, where amaranth and forget-me-nots blow, planted
there by the loving hands of friends of long ago. The beautiful
garden of memories. In this jaunt I was, I felt, accompanied in
spirit by two truly great and good friends; on my right hand was
"A.M." and on my left, Alex Burr. It was not a short walk for it

NORTH DAKOTA LAW REVIEW

covered a period of more than half a century. Those were earthly
days when we were all three trying to put into practice the things
that we had learned of the law in college. We worked, played and
fought together. Oh! Those memories! They almost make me
forget the present. But I am here for a purpose and that is
to testify as to the true character of Judge Christianson. I sincerely feel that "A.M." was motivated in his early day life by
great and true principles and consciously or otherwise he put into
use the admonition given in certain beautiful "Gems of Thought."
As a first example let us take the memorable words spoken by
Daniel Webster;
If we work upon marble, it will perish;
If we work upon brass, time will efface it;
If we rear temples, they will crumble to dust;
But if we work upon immortal minds
If we imbue them with principles, with the just
Fear of God and love of their fellow men,
We engrave on those tablets-something that
Will open through all Eternity."
First: Judge Christianson lived close to that thought. He gave of
his time, energy, mind to inculcation of good thoughts and principles into minds of the youth of his area. His Boy Scout leadership was outstanding. His leading was by precept and example
and extended to the whole people of his range. To this I can and
do testify.
Second: The principle enunciated by Ike Marvel in those unforgettable words-"The past belongs to God. The present only
is ouirs; and short as it is, there is more in and of it than we can
well manage. That man who can grapple it and measure it and fill it
with his purpose is doing a man's work. None may do more, but there
are thousands who do less." Again, I say, "A.M." truly lived up to
that ideal. He grappled the present and measured it. He filled it with
his purpose. He did a "man's work", not confined to his professional or judicial duties but extending to human relationship, such
as, work on rehabilitation during the woeful 30's. So I testify that
he lived up to that ideal.
Third: The principle outlined by Shakespeare "Be just and fear
not, Let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy country's, thy God's and
Truth's." To this principle Judge Christianson gave his life. A
true and faithful American, a just and fearless judge, he cleaved
to truth and despised deception and fraudulent practices. He put
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duty above self as was evidenced by his refusal of large monetary benefits if he would forsake the position of judge and take
up a private practice at several times the salary of judge. So I
testify that his life was dedicated to this great principle.
The principles recited are but a few of the many ideals that
activated "A.M..'s" life and made him what he was, great in every
proper sense.
During the period prior to his passing he suffered from a
serious heart condition, which finally brought about his death,
and so I feel that it is not inappropriate to quote from Whittier
these lines:
"Oh hear sore tried, Thou has the best
That Heaven itself could give thee - Rest
Rest from all bitter thoughts and things
How many a poor one's blessing
Went with thee beneath the low green tent
Whose curtain never outward swings."
It may be truly said of "A.M." that "he fought the good fight,
he ran the race," he finished his course-Selah.
And so today we are gathered to honor the memory of this
good man, fine judge, upright, loyal citizen, faithful friend and
last but not least an ideal husband and father.
And now in closing may I add as my personal tribute the lines
of Nathaniel P. Willis:
"Green be the turf above theeFriend of my better days
None knew thee but to love thee,
None named thee but to praise."
Au revoir-My friend.
Now Mr. J. H. Newton presented the following Memorial by
the State Bar Association on
HONORABLE ALEXANDER G. BURR
Death came to Honorable Alexander C. Burr, for more than
forty years a member of the Judiciary of North Dakota, at Bismarck
on February 8, 1951. Having previously been stricken, in September, 1949, judge Burr requested that he be relieved of his judicial
duties, which request was granted by Governor Aandahl. Thus
ended a period of almost forty-one years of judicial service, a record
surpassed only by the late Judge Kneeshaw.
Judge Burr was born in Perthshire, Scotland, on February 25,
1871, the son of a Presbyterian minister. He was very proud of
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his Scottish ancestry and was able to trace the same as well as
the history of the various clans for centuries. He lived for a time
on the Island of Trinidad and then the family moved to Ontario,
finally emigrating to Dakota Territory in 1883, where his father
served as a Presbyterian Missionary. Most of his preliminary
education was private tutoring by his father. The earnings of a
missionary were meagre and the Burr family was forced through
necessity to live a frugal life. Judge Burr as a boy worked on
farms, hauled wood with an ox team from the Turtle Mountains
and taught school to earn money with which to complete his legal
education. Judge Burr took an early interest in politics and affiliated with the Democratic party. At the age of eighteen he was
county secretary of the party in Bottineau County. Also, before
reaching his majority, he was Secretary of the Farmers' Alliance. He
received his legal education at the University of Michigan, graduating therefrom in 1894. In 1934 his alma mater awarded him
the honorary degree of Master of Laws in recognition of his distinguished service. He was made an Honorary member of the
Law Club of the University of Michigan. He was also awarded
an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws by the University of North
Dakota. He was admitted to the Bar of North Dakota on October
3, 1894. He commenced the practice of law at Bottineau and was
three times elected State's Attorney of that country on the Democratic ticket. After his first election he established himself at
Grand Forks for a number of years, commuting between that city
and Bottineau. It was during his residence at Grand Forks that he
met his future wife. Judge Burr was a vigorous and fearless prosecutor and prosecuted a number of famous murder cases during his tenure as State's Attorney. He was first appointed as a Judge of the District Court of the Ninth (now Second) Judicial District in 1907 by
Governor John Burke. He was a successful candidate on the
Democratic ticket for the same office at the 1908 election and at
that time transferred his residence to Rugby. He was re-elected
at succeeding elections until in 1926 he was appointed by Governor
Sorlie to the Supreme Court to fill a vacancy caused by the resignation of Judge Sveinbjorn Johnson. He was re-elected in 1928,
1934 and 1942. He served as Chief Justice three times.
Judge Burr was an indefatigable worker. His opinions are contained in volumes 54 to 75 inclusive of the North Dakota Supreme
Court Reports. His opinions were thorough, without being unduly
long, and are regarded with respect by the members of the Bench
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and Bar. While on the District Bench he was regarded as one of
of the strong District Judges of the state and kept his calendars
clear.
Judge Burr loved the pioneer days and enjoyed telling the
stories of those days. A great number of such stories were reduced to writing by him, along with his accounts of many of the
famous trials held in his court and other courts of the state. This
collection might well be printed for their historical value and the
perpetuation of a record that in a few years will be lost, if not
so recorded.
Judge Burr took a keen interest in religion and education.
He was a devout churchman and served for many years on the
Session of Lhe Presbyterian Churches in the cities of his residence.
At Grand Forks he was appointed an elder of that church and
received similar recognition in the other cities where he resided.
He was the first lay moderator of the Synod of North Dakota and
served a six-year term as a member of the permanent judicial
commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A. He took a leading part in the reactivating of Jamestown
College and was chairman of the committee promoting its reopening and served for many years as member of the Board of
Trustees of the college, occupying such position at the time of
his death. Judge Burr was a member of the Bottineau Lodge of
the I.O.O.F. and various branches of the Masonic Order, having
held many high offices in the latter, including that of Grand Lecturer for a period of fifteen years. Judge Burr was interested in
young people and encouraged and assisted many of them with
his advice and extended loans to be used in the furtherance
of their education. As a member of the Bismarck Kiwanis Club
he directed a campaign of vocational guidance for students of
the Bismarck schools.
In 1900 Judge Burr was married to Roberta Carothers. She
died in 1915. Surviving Judge Burr are one son, Dr. Alex C. Burr,
Director of the North Dakota Research Foundation, and two
daughters, Roberta Cameron Burr, Bismarck, Executive Secretary
of the North Dakota League of Municipalities and Mrs. Kenneth
(Margaretta) Wells, wife of a Presbyterian Missionary now stationed in Siam. One son, Robert, preceded Judge Burr in death in
1920. In his memory Judge Burr established the Robert Burr Medal
for debate at the University of North Dakota, the Judge having been
active in debating activities and serving as coach and advisor to the
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Rugby debating teams. Two sisters, Flora Cameron Burr and Elsie
Burr, Bottineau, survive. Two sisters, Annie and Kate Burr, also
preceded Judge Burr in death.
The judicial career of Judge Burr was one of great distinction
and the results of his labors are indelibly inscribed on the records
and reports of the courts of this State.
COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS
The Chief Justice recognized Hon. C. L. Young who presented
the following Eulogy on Judge Burr:
Several years ago I attended a church service which also was
attended by Judge Burr. The pastor was absent on leave and the
minister who was to fill the pulpit misunderstood the time of the
service at which he was to function, with the result that a waiting
congregation apparently was to be left without provision for a
message from the pulpit. Judge Burr was in the congregation
and it occurred to officers present that he might be prevailed
upon to assume charge of the service. The request was made and
the judge become the acting pastor for a short period. The service
was conducted with dignity and the message was a learned one,
resting upon biblical knowledge. It proved particularly appropriate
for the existing emergency. That incident shows a ripe scholarship, an eagerness to learn and a readiness to make use of the
knowledge acquired.
When I was beginning my practice in the north part of the
state one of the first puzzling items of business which was submitted to me was the dissolution of a state bank. Judge Burr was
the judge to whom the matter naturally was to be presented. Not
knowing him I was awed by the thought that I might have difficulty
in accomplIshing what I sought to accomplish. However, the
judge, I found, greatly to my surprise, to be judicially genial and
I came awA,qy from his chambers not only entirely satisfied with
the relief granted but confident that he would be patient and
considerate with any beginner in the profession.
Geniality, I am satisfied, is a fitting attribute either of a trial
or an appellate judge. Certainly geniality was a becoming virtue of
Judge Burr, and no doubt it was an important adjunct of the habitual friendliness manifest in his judicial environs. If the word "geniality" imports a content of sincerity, it all the more is fittingly
descriptive of this jurist. He may have appeared at times to exemplify the innate sternness of his race, but there was present
always a subordinate factor of cordiality.
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Along with this inherent quality of geniality, Judge Burr
exemplified judicial dignity. It is not a fiction that a court is a
place where justice is judicially administered. It has been said that
it is difficult to state comprehensively the nature of a court.
Obviously it is an instrumentality of government. It is created
by law. It is not an imaginary thing which exists only in contenplation of law. It is conceded, I believe, that there is a well-defined
and clearly recognized distinction between a judge and a judicial
tribunal. It takes a presiding officer plus to make a court. Yet
a judge when presiding over that reality commonly is designated as
the court. Jn that factual situation the judge embodies the dignity
of the court. The authorities appear to be in a state of confusion
with reference to the words "court" and "judge." However, the
governmental machinery which properly may be designated a
court in its very nature calls for dignity; dignity in the authorized
tribunal, dignity in the ceremonies attending the submission of a
cause, and dignity in the presiding judge. In such ceremony
and in the exercise of such dignity Judge Burr excelled.
During the years of my service as a member of the State Bar
Board, Judge Burr showed a deep interest in those who sought admission to our great calling. Then too, the careers of those who
were admitted were followed by him. It was a common practice
for him to give reports to me concerning the aspiring new practitioners who from time to time began their appearances before
the supreme court. He took an especial interest in them if in the
earlier years in his practice or as a judge he had formed an
acquaintance with the parents or other members of the family of
the novitiates who were making their early appearance. As such
interest was made manifest the interest of the judge proved a
stimulus to its beneficiaries. There is no doubt that aspiring
students of the law cherish .the personal touch of those by virtue
of whose interest they are encouraged to grow into complete
fellowship with those attaining high postions at the bar. Leaders of
the bench and the bar have been under their control the succes
of those looking to the years ahead.
There is another area of Judge Burr's thought and life to which
much space might be given. He was a religionist of a high order.
Reared in a religious home, his interest in the church was inbred.
He not only had a deep interest in it but he devoted himself to
the study of church law as assiduously as he devoted himself
to the divers branches of common and statutory law. That law pre-
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scribes a confession of faith, a form of government and a book of
discipline. These comprise a constitution embracing machinery
similar to that providing for the government of the United States.
The church has a legislative, a judicial and an administrative
branch. Judge Burr found in his loyalty to the church, therefore,
that what to him was a diversion in reality was a fundamental
system of government, and that his churchmanship was a means
through which he might augment an enlarged knowledge of his
government.
There is no need of further elaboration upon the virtues of
this eminent judge. In his early years in the profession he made
it his business to enforce the law. When he became a trial judge
he adhered to his views that the law should be enforced. All through
his long life his vote as a citizen and as a judge was cast in favor
of the enforcement of the law. Yet he was merciful in his judgments.
We honor him for what he was, for what he did and for the
integrity which he habitually exhibited, as a citizen and as a
public officer.
Now, on the motion of Mr. J. H. Newton, the Court directed
the entry of the following order:
ORDERED, That the foregoing materials and eulogies be
spread at length on the records of this Court and that they be
printed in the official reports of the Supreme Court of North Dakota.

EDWARD B. COX
Edward B. Cox, well known North Dakota attorney, and the
senior member of the firm of Cox, Cox, Pearce & Engebretson,
Bismarck, died unexpectedly at his summer home near Detroit
Lakes, Minnesota, on May 29, 1954.
Mr. Cox was born at Sanborn, North Dakota on April 30,
1888, the son of Alfred Beecher Cox and Grace V. Cox. His father
was prominent in early day politics in North Dakota and served
as a member of the North Dakota Senate. In later years he was
Secretary to Governor R. A. Nestos.
Mr. Cox received his preliminary education in the schools of
Sanborn, Valley City and Fargo, graduating from the Fargo High
School in 1905. He graduated from the State Teachers' College
at Valley City in 1906 and supplemented his general education
by post graduate work at the Universities of North Dakota, and
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Michigan. Thereafter he entered the Law School of the University of Michigan, graduating on June 30, 1910 and was admitted
to the Bar of the State of Michigan. On December 10, 1910 he
was admitted to the Bar of the State of North Dakota. He practiced for a time at Courtenay, North Dakota and in 1917 came
to Bismarck as attorney for the North Dakota State Tax Commission. He was later advanced to the position of Assistant Attorney General under Attorney General William Langer, and
served with distinction in that office, presenting numerous cases
both in the state and federal courts where the state or its officers
were involved. In 1920 he resigned his position as Assistant Attorney
General to enter private practice, associating with the late H. F.
O'Hare. Later, his brother, Gordon V. Cox, joined the firm and
still later the names of William R. Pearce and Forsyth Engebretson were added. Mr. O'Hare retired from the firm in 1939.
Mr. Cox built up an enviable practice and the firm had as its
clients many of the railroads, utilities and other corporations, besides carrying on a general practice. Ed Cox was thorough and
able in his trial work as well as an excellent Supreme Court lawyer.
His ethics were of the highest. He never aspired to political
office, but served nine years as a member of the Bismarck School
Board during a period when an extensive building program was in
progress. Mr. Cox was much interested in athletics, participating in
his younger days in most branches of sports. In later years he became a skilled golfer who participated in many of the northwest
tournaments. He was a member of the Bismarck Kiwanis Club
and a member of the Masonic Order and the Presbyterian Church.
On June 18, 1912, Mr. Cox married Genevieve McFarland,
a daughter of George A. McFarland, a former president of both
the Valley City and Minot Teachers Colleges. Mrs. Cox and one
brother, Gordon V. Cox, survive. Services were held in Bismarck
on June 1, 1954, with burial at St. Mary's Cemetery at Bismarck.
Albert F. Greffenius, attorney at Valley City, North Dakota
ALBERT F. GREFFENIUS
since 1920 died at that city on May 30, 1954. Mr. Greffenius was
born at Rush Lake, Wisconsin on January 22, 1887. He acted as
law clerk and stenographer in the office of Messrs. Crane & Stone
at Mott, North Dakota and completed his legal education at the
University of North Dakota. He was admitted to the Bar of North
Dakota on July 16, 1917. Mr. Greffenius was a veteran of World
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War I, having served from September, 1917 to February, 1919
with Battery A, 331st Field Artillery, his service overseas dating
from September, 1918 to February, 1919. Upon his return to civil
life he located at Valley City, North Dakota and continued to
practice there until the time of his death. Mr. Greffenius devoted
himself principally to Commercial Law. He was Past Commander
of the Valley City Post of the American Legion.
On January 16, 1922 Mr. Greffenius married Mary Lora Lang
at Ripon, Wisconsin. She, beside one son, Albert J. Greffenius, a
member of the Bar of the State of Minnesota, survives. He also
leaves one brother, William, Fort Collins, Colorado.
Services were held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Valley City,
with interment in that city.

ALEXANDER LESLIE
Alexander Leslie, the oldest attorney in Sargent County both
from a point of years and practice, died at Forman, July 7, 1954.
Mr. Leslie was born at Tioga, Pennsylvania, on September 7, 1881.
He was a graduate of the Willsboro, Pennsylvania High School.
He moved to St. Paul, Minnesota in 1901 and while employed
there attended the St. Paul College of Law, graduating therefrom
in 1906. He came to Cogswell, North Dakota in 1908 after having
been admitted to the Bar of North Dakota on December 8, 1906.
In 1910 he moved to Forman, North Dakota and entered into a
partnership with Dugald John McKenzie. Mr. Leslie served for
many years as State's Attorney of Sargent County. On December 30,
1913 he married Marion Jane McKenzie, the daughter of his
partner. Two children were born to this union: Mr. John R.
(.Marian Jane) Gletne, and one son, Alexander Dugald Leslie.
Mrs. Gletne is a member of the Bar of the State of North Dakota
and served as an attorney with the Code Revision Commission
in preparation of the 1943 Code, and has also served on several
occasions as Assistant to the Legislative Research, Committee.
Besides the two children, Mr. Leslie's widow survives.
Mr. Leslie was prominent in the Masonic order and was much
in demand in the presentation of Memorials in that fraternity.
He was a regular attendant at the meetings of the State Bar
Association and took a keen interest in the Bar's welfare.
Burial was from the Congregational Church in Forman.

BENCH AND BAR

Annual Convention
of the

State Bar Association
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North Dakota
Grand Forks, North Dakota
August 5-6-7, 1954
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